
 

Grand Knight’s Message   

Easter Vigil Fire - 2019 
 

We are hoping that our Online Open House 
can give you the chance to meet our council, 
learn about our activities and goals this year 
and see where you might be able to get 
involved.  
 
If you’d like to also do a little homework on the 
good works the Knights do in the world and in 
our community I would encourage you to 
check out the following websites: Supreme, 
State and our own website at 5244.ca 
 

 
Joel Parent - Grand Knight 
joel.parent@gmail.com | 204-292-5880 

I hope this edition of our newsletter finds you and 
your family well during our continued pandemic 
difficulties and precautions. 
 
We had our first meeting of the Columbian year 
last Monday on Sept 21st. I decided to limit 
attendance to the Executive team so we could get 
oriented on our planning and needs for the year. 
 
We are short a few roles on the executive council 
this year and will need new men to consider 
joining our ranks to help with our leadership efforts 
and programming. The vacant roles are Deputy 
Grand Knight, Lecturer and Treasurer. If you are 
interested in these roles, you can read more about 
the role responsibilities here or you can contact 
me anytime to discuss. 
 
Because we are still in the grips of pandemic 
restrictions I’d like to invite any/all of you who are 
interested in learning more about our plans this 
year, and potentially interested in joining our 
Executive team to join us for an ONLINE 
COUNCIL OPEN HOUSE this week - Wednesday 
September 30 at 7:30pm - access online here: 
meet.google.com/aqo-svaq-ape  or via phone: +1 
226-213-8281 ACCESS CODE/PIN: 836 796 580 
8824# 
 

https://www.kofc.org/en//index.html
https://www.manitobastatecouncil.ca/
https://5244.ca/
mailto:joel.parent@gmail.com
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/service/council/duties-responsibilities-council-officers-directors.pdf
https://meet.google.com/aqo-svaq-ape?hs=122&authuser=0
https://meet.google.com/aqo-svaq-ape?hs=122&authuser=0


 

 
Minutes from last meeting 

This is an online meeting, held via Google Meet. 
 

1. Call to Order @ 7:30pm 
 

2. Chaplain’s Message  
a. Fr. Phil said that the Parish is also having the same issue of decreased revenue due to 

COVID, but they have adopted a system called Tithely and have had a great response.  The 
parish would be able to support initiatives that we run, too. 

b. They also tried to relieve the dependence on printed materials, and have moved largely to 
email.  It’s easier now to reach a lot of people through FB, Mailchimp, Ministry Scheduling 
system, etc. If there are any Parish initiatives that we can support but require funds, we can 
tap into that channel to ask for donations. 
 

3. Grand Knight’s Report 
a. Personal Update 

i. Concerned that we may not have a meaningful Columbian Year due to COVID, other 
circumstances. 
 

b. Positions/Vacancies 
i. DGK position is officially vacant. 
ii. Treasurer also Vacant, Brian Fraser needs a break! 
iii. Lecturer position is also vacant. Br. Klem offered to continue on as a mentor for the 

incoming Lecturer. 
iv. GK would like to conduct a virtual open house to discuss the council, how we can 

engage in the new year… this week or next week 
v. Some of our brother Knights indicated some interest, but were not sure of the 

requisites/responsibilities of these open positions.  Perhaps we could distribute/share 
some information about these roles. 

vi. Br. Harvey indicated that it would be a great idea to discuss the vacancies and what 
these roles involve.  If there are any special requirements, etc.  Or mentoring that may 
be available, that might encourage someone to sign up for one of these positions. \ 

vii. Scholarship info:  Are there any other entries? Subcommittee will vote and advise their 
final decision. 
 

c. Programming/volunteering options  
i. Blood donations 
ii. Fundraising options 
iii. Prayer events?  Holy hours, Marian Prayer Program, Rosary Program, hosted at 

Church or online..  
1. masses on FB and YouTube 

http://kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/faith/holy-hour.html
http://kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/faith/marian-icon-prayer.html
http://kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/faith/rosary-program.html


2. Fr. Phil is developing material for online distribution, and the Holy Hours idea is 
interesting! 

iv. Church initiatives? Are there any projects/upgrades/work parties that need to occur 
that we can help with? 

v. Keep Christ in Christmas 
vi. Coats for Kids 
vii. Leave no neighbour behind 
viii. Free Throw?  Is that out this year? 
ix. Local Windsor Park outreach?  St. Martyrs joint projects? 
x. Support of Catechism/Baptisms? 

d. Financial Situation 
i. We have money in the bank! 
ii. Revisit out commitments and expenses and programming needs 
iii. Re-review our ability to support SLAM (Sierra Leone Action Mission) 

 
e. NEXT STEPS: 

1. Send out a Galleon via email,  
2. NOTICE OF MOTION: to make a $1,000 donation to SLAM fundraising efforts as 

discussed at this meeting - this motion will be discussed and voted upon in the 
October regular meeting 

3. Reaching out to some of our newer members, one-on-one to welcome them and ask 
for help. 

4. Scheduling a virtual open house 
5. Award scholarship - get that done! 
6. Planning some programming with smaller groups. 

 
4. Treasurer’s Report 

a. General Account: $ 6,335.61 
b. Charities Account: $ 9,270.13 
c. Vocations Account: $ 458.28 
d. Numbers confirmed by Br. Brian Fraser via separate phone call. 

 
5. New Business/Discussion 

a. Br. Gerald Sliva:  appreciate the mention of SLAM.  The school has been built, and there were 
some very generous donations.  They still need some fundraising, and the request for $1000 
still stands. Br. Gerald suggests we withdraw the $1000 from the “rainy day” fund, which is a 
GIC held for emergencies. 

b. Br. Cliff discussed the vegetable program: 1000 lbs of vegetables costs $240 to go to 
Winnipeg Harvest, which is less than before.  This information will be made available in the 
Galleon.  Cliff advises that the harvest is approaching, so the time to buy is now, if possible.  

c. Br. Marcel advises that there is no projected income, but we DO have funds in the bank 
account.  

d. MOTION:  GK moves to support the vegetable purchase for Harvest at a cost of $240. 
2nd Marcel Fraser.  All in favor. Carried. 
 

6. Adjournment 
a. Meeting adjourned @ 8:30pm with a blessing from Fr. Phil! 

http://kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/community/coats-for-kids.html
http://kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/community/leave-no-neighbor-behind.html
http://kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/faith/sacramental-gifts.html


 

POSITION NAME PRESENT 

Grand Knight 
Deputy Grand Knight 
Past Grand Knight 
Spiritual Advisor 
Chancellor 
Financial Secretary 
Treasurer 
Recorder 
Advocate 
Warden 
Lecturer 
Inside Guard 
Outside Guard 
Trustee 3 yr 
Trustee 2 yr 
Trustee 1 yr 

Joël Parent 
VACANT 
VACANT 
Deacon Doug Cross 
Andre Guay 
Marcel Rainville 
Brian Fraser 
Brian Steeves 
Roger Dacquay 
Wayne Bencharski 
VACANT 
Harvey Suski 
Gerald Sliva 
Cliff Chojko-Bolec 
Don Buccini 
Don Bodnarchuk 
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ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Brothers Klem Gelowitz, Scott Wilkinson 

Upcoming Events 
October General Meeting - October 19, 2020 
at 7:30 PM - Access details TBD 
 
Check out our website for more event details: 
https://5244.ca/events-calendar/ 

 
 

 

Council Information Executive Members 

Council Chambers: St. Bernadette Parish, 
Lower level 820 Cottonwood Road. 
 
Meetings (typically) held on the 3rd Monday 
of the month 
 
Website: www.5244.ca  
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